THE    ABDICATION
Mr. Maxton's sympathies ended: he moved to the theme of
the damage to the cause of monarchy. He said, "We there-
fore intend, however it may be against the general run of
opinion in this House, to take strongly the view that the
lesson of the past few dayg, and of this day in particular, is
that the monarchial institution has now outlived its useful-
ness/'
Through this great act of negotiation, Mr. Baldwin
had become one of the celebrated Prime Ministers in
English history. Never an inspiring figure, sometimes at-
tracting derision, and belittled because of his apparent
lethargy, he had suddenly emerged as a distinguished states-
man. It was not possible to imagine any other man in the
land who could have nursed both the country and its King-
through such a disaster, with so little hurt to either of them.
From this view of Westminster, the thoughts of the people
moved back to Fort Belvedere, where their King waited,
alone. The simple truth was already spreading over the
country and into the world: it was better that he should go—
better in every way, despite the affection he still enjoyed, and
despite his good history.
The British public react calmly and with speed in times
of crisis. As the night of Thursday came, people began to
talk of the new King. The sense of history in their loyalty
was strong, and crowds gathered outside the Duke of York's
house in Piccadilly, as a sign of their curiosity, but also of
their devotion.
King George VI began his reign at 1.55 p.m. on December
ii. The unchanging machinery of government went on, and
the drama that had been so fiercely personal, did not seem
to affect the impersonal continuity of the country's business.
An event that might have aroused destructive passions and
bloodshed in other countries seemed to be immediately ab-
sorbed into England's history. A new King, modest and un-
tried, was already assuming tasks which were alien to his
private nature, but which he was able to assume, because of
the steadfast forces of his character.
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